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Dear Innovators, Collaborators, and Friends of ATDC,

2025 was the year we celebrated 45 years of work. In October, at our Graduate Gala, we 
honored our largest-ever graduating class — 17 ATDC companies that crossed the milestone 
of self-sustaining scale. We also inducted the inaugural class of the  ATDC Hall of Fame , 
whose work shaped not only the businesses they built but the overall trajectory of Georgia’s 
technology economy.

By the numbers, 2025 was a year of building durability. We welcomed 39 new companies 
into the portfolio, bringing active membership to 149 at year end. ATDC Educate, our ideator 
program, served 315 founders — the most in our history. Our active portfolio raised $161 
million in capital in 2025 — a softer single-year figure than 2024, but against a flat national 
venture environment — while the compounding impact of 45 years of incubation now 
stands at 15,585 jobs created, nearly $8 billion in capital raised across active companies and 
graduates combined, and 82 lifetime patents held by ATDC founders.

But the work behind those numbers is what I’m most proud of.

T W O  S P O N S O R -A N C H O R E D  P I L L A R S  C O M I N G  I N T O  T H E I R  O W N
•  Our Defense Tech Pillar, anchored by MANTECH, grew from five defense-related portfolio 
companies at year-end 2024 to 23 by year-end 2025. We have built direct working 
relationships with U.S. Army FUZE, U.S. Air Force Research Labs, and the Department 
of War Research and Evaluation office — and have opened defense conversations 
for portfolio companies whose primary industry was anything but defense prior to 
joining ATDC.

•  Our Sustainability Tech Pillar, anchored by Norfolk Southern, has grown to 29 active 
companies across renewable energy, energy efficiency, circular economy, water tech, ag 
tech, and climate data. In February 2026, Norfolk Southern renewed the partnership with 
a two-year, $250,000-per-year commitment, with one new company in an active pilot with 
Norfolk Southern itself this past year.

S TAT E W I D E  R E A C H ,  S T I L L  E X PA N D I N G
ATDC now operates in seven cities and regions across Georgia — Atlanta, Albany, Athens, 
Augusta, Columbus, Macon, and Savannah. The Educate tier grew to 315 members in 2025, 
supported by a video-on-demand library that puts ATDC’s curriculum in front of idea-stage 
founders in communities where no equivalent resource exists.

LO O K I N G  A H E A D :  B U I L D I N G  F O R  2 0 2 6  A N D  B E YO N D
The categories where ATDC is now investing most heavily — defense, sustainability, 
AI infrastructure, and the operational layer of logistics — are exactly the categories the next 
decade of American innovation will be built on. Our priorities in 2026 are to deepen both 
sponsor-anchored pillars, expand our automated tools to meet demand, and continue 
serving the rising tide of Georgia entrepreneurs who keep showing up at our doors.

To the sponsors, partners, mentors, and founders who made 2025 possible: thank you. 
ATDC today looks more like what we hoped to build than at any point in our history. As you 
read the pages ahead, I hope you’ll see both the milestones we reached together in 2025 
and the foundation we are laying for the year — and the decade — to come.

John Avery 
Director, ATDC

A Letter 
from the 
Director

I N A U G U R A L  AT D C 
H A L L  O F  FA M E  
2 0 2 5

•  Wayne Hodges

•  Bird Blitch

•  Paul Judge

•  Dolan Falconer
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The Advanced Technology Development 

Center is the first university-led incubator 

in the United States and Georgia’s leading 

technology incubator — a go-to resource for 

entrepreneurs turning innovative ideas into 

scalable businesses that strengthen the state’s 

innovation economy. ATDC’s mission is quite 

simply to be the best place in Georgia to build a 

technology business.

ATDC empowers Georgia’s early-stage 

companies at one of their most critical 

inflection points — after launching a viable 

product but before achieving market traction 

and scale, the phase often called the “valley of 

death.” To join the ATDC portfolio, startups 

must be actively building and scaling with a 

minimum viable product, customers or active 

pilots in-market, and market validation in the 

form of annual recurring revenue.

AT D C  A G G R E G AT E  I M PA C T

2024 2025

Capital raised by active companies + 
graduates (lifetime, reporting)

$6.2B+ $7.9B

Jobs created by portfolio +  
graduate companies (lifetime, reporting)

14,005 15,585

Georgia’s Premier 
Technology Incubator

2 0 2 5  AT  A  G L A N C E

39 
new companies

149 
active members

$161M 
raised in 2025

17 
2025 graduates

15,585 
jobs created (lifetime)

$7.9B 
capital raised (lifetime)

82 
founder patents

315 
Educate members
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P R E M I E R 
P A R T N E R S

At the Center of 
Innovation: 
Statewide Reach
ATDC’s work isn’t confined to metro Atlanta. Anchored in Tech Square on the 
Georgia Tech campus — more than 48,000 square feet across two floors of 
midtown Atlanta, including a makerspace for early-stage prototyping — ATDC 
also operates ATDC @ programming in six other cities and regions across 
Georgia. Through these regional sites, ATDC brings coaching, resources, 
and connections directly to local founders, building an entrepreneurial 
ecosystem that spans the state.

That reach is as much geographic as it is programmatic. Through 
regional ATDC @ hubs in Albany, Athens, Augusta, Columbus, 
Macon, and Savannah, the same mentorship and corporate 
connections that define the Atlanta program now reach founders 
well beyond metro Atlanta. ATDC also takes its nondilutive-funding 

expertise on the road, with introductory federal funding (SBIR/STTR) 
sessions held in five cities across the state — drawing especially strong 
turnout beyond Atlanta, a clear signal of how much demand for this 

guidance exists statewide. And for idea-stage entrepreneurs, the Educate 
tier extends that reach further still, as the next page details.

That reach also extends across industries. The 2025 portfolio spans 
defense and dual-use technology, sustainability and energy, supply chain and 

logistics, healthcare and digital health, AI-driven software, and tools for robotics, 
construction, and public safety — categories where Georgia’s research base, federal 
contractor density, logistics infrastructure, and corporate concentration create 
structural advantage for founders.

Above, events in Albany and Augusta.

ATDC Headquarters

ATDC @ program locations

ATLANTA
ATHENS

AUGUSTA

MACON

COLUMBUS

ALBANY

SAVANNAH
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ATDC’s Educate program is the launchpad for early-
stage entrepreneurs across Georgia. As the first tier in 
ATDC’s incubator model, Educate equips founders with 
startup fundamentals — helping them validate ideas, secure 
product-market fit, build early momentum, and prepare for 
the rigor of acceptance into the ATDC portfolio.

Born in 2004, Educate remains a defining legacy of the ATDC 
model. In 2025, the Educate curriculum consisted of 127 
live and hybrid classes. For statewide ideators and future 
full-time entrepreneurs, the program launched a video-
on-demand library, ensuring anytime, anywhere content 
is available to idea-stage entrepreneurs in rural and metro 
Georgia alike.

ATDC Educate
In 2025, ATDC also deepened the program’s digital backbone. The online 
Learning Management System — introduced in 2024 — now augments 
the Educate experience, letting ideators and founders track progress, 
milestones, and core competencies as they move through the curriculum.

•  A structured startup curriculum covering customer discovery, MVP 
development, pitch preparation, and go-to-market strategy, led by 
facilitators who are experts in their fields.

•  Weekly programming including “Feedback Friday,” expert-led 
workshops, and 1:1 coaching with seasoned mentors.

•  Connections to a statewide community of peers — and a place to find 
mentorship long before founders ever pitch.

“ATDC's Feedback Friday sessions gave me 

something rare as a solo founder, a room of 

smart people willing to tell me the truth before 

investors did. Huge thanks to ATDC for creating 

that space. It made Talking-Buddy® better.”

—Founder, Talking-Buddy
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Not just in Georgia but around the country, 
Aerospace & Defense, Dual-use, Robotics 
and Deep Tech technologies are fast growing 
categories in venture capital. Industry data 
shows Defense Tech venture funding reached 
a record of roughly $49 billion in 2025, up from 
about $27 billion the year before, even as overall 
venture funding stayed flat. The sector’s bellwether, 
Anduril, traces the trajectory: a valuation that 
climbed from $8.5 billion in 2022 to $14 billion in 
2024, $30.5 billion in mid-2025, and $61 billion in 
2026 — a step-up ladder with few parallels in any 
other vertical.

ATDC’s defense-related portfolio is bigger than 
the category label suggests, and 2025 was the 
year we translated that scale into real outcomes 
for founders:

•  9 directly aligned Defense Tech companies, 
active and graduates, building technology 
purpose-made for defense customers — 
expanding to 23 defense-related portfolio 
companies when dual-use members are included.

•  Doors opened for non-defense founders. Two 
ATDC companies are now in active U.S. Army 
discussions for applications the Army wouldn’t 
typically have considered from companies 
outside the defense category.

•  Anchored by MANTECH. Our sponsor and 
prime-integrator partnership puts founders in 
direct engagement with U.S. Army FUZE, U.S. Air 
Force Research Labs, and the Department of War 
Research and Evaluation office — the government 
emerging-tech procurement leads who actually 
buy and fund technology projects.

•  A three-person, highly credentialed ATDC 
defense team leads this work — capacity 
that positions defense to become a material 
commercial line for ATDC companies in 2026, as 
this year’s pipeline translates into scaled deal 
flow.

Defense Tech Pillar ANCHORED BY

DEFENSE TECH 

MERLIN TPS
Resilient positioning for a GPS-denied world

Merlin TPS builds resilient positioning, navigation, and timing (PNT) technology 
for environments where GPS is jammed, spoofed, or simply unavailable. Its all-
terrestrial system delivers GPS-independent positioning for autonomous systems 
and defense operations — a direct answer to what the Department of War now 
treats as a top threat vector. In 2025, Merlin TPS advanced on multiple fronts: a 
purchase order from a major defense supplier, USAF SBIR Phase I and Phase II 
awards, a $700K U.S. Department of Transportation award, and three years of 
active DoW testing.

Sources: PitchBook (~$49.1B in 2025, up from ~$27.2B in 2024, via Defense News, 
Jan 2026); Anduril valuation ladder per TechCrunch / CNBC.

AEROSPACE & DEFENSE

RUNE AERO
Autonomous cargo aircraft for middle-mile logistics

Rune Aero is enabling resilient air cargo mobility through autonomous, hybrid-
electric aircraft purpose-built for middle-mile logistics. The company’s platform 
supports cargo movement across distributed and contested environments while 
reducing operating costs and overcoming the pilot and crew-scaling constraints 
that limit today’s logistics networks. To date, Rune Aero secured more than $1.3M 
in SBIR funding across Phase I and Phase II awards, completed subscale flight 
testing, and advanced engagement with leading cargo operators and government 
stakeholders. The company’s dual-use platform supports both commercial supply 
chains and national security logistics missions.

DEFENSE TECH /  DUAL-USE

SMARTLOCKER AP
Custody governance for physical assets

SmartLocker AP provides custody governance infrastructure for high-value, 
mission-critical, and sensitive physical assets — controlling access with software-
level precision while maintaining a complete digital chain of custody. The platform 
extends Zero Trust principles into the physical world by making access to real-
world assets identity-aware, policy-controlled, least-privilege, and fully auditable.  
By bridging digital governance and physical security, SmartLocker AP helps 
organizations verify who accessed an asset, when access occurred, why access 
was authorized, and how custody was maintained. The company has strong early 
traction across defense, federal and commercial markets — including an active U.S. 
Air Force contract and other federal proposals in progress.
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Sustainability  
Tech Pillar
In Georgia, we saw sustainability move from speculative to structural 
in 2025. Global climate-tech venture and growth investment reached $40.5 
billion in 2025, up 8% year-over-year, and U.S. climate-tech VC investment alone 
reached $29 billion — the third-highest year on record. The category is moving 
past its 2021–2022 frenzy into a more disciplined phase, driven by the energy 
demands of AI infrastructure, the operating economics of decarbonization, 
and a regulatory environment increasingly anchored to measurement and 
disclosure. ATDC has been building toward this moment since 2023, when 
our Sustainability Tech vertical launched with Norfolk Southern as the anchor 
sponsor. The 2025 portfolio activity confirms the bet:

•  29 active Sustainability Tech portfolio companies — among ATDC’s largest 
and fastest-growing verticals — spanning renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
circular economy, water tech, ag tech, and climate data.

•  35+ sustainability-focused companies supported lifetime since the vertical 
launched three years ago.

•  A renewed Norfolk Southern partnership. In February 2026, Norfolk 
Southern extended its sponsorship with a $250,000-per-year, two-year 
commitment — a vote of confidence in both the vertical’s trajectory and the 
partnership’s strategic fit.

•  A live sponsor-portfolio pilot. At this writing, Joulea, an ATDC Sustainability 
Tech portfolio company, is running an active pilot with Norfolk Southern on 
commercial building energy optimization — the kind of direct engagement 
that signals the partnership is woven into Norfolk Southern’s own innovation 
pipeline.

•  Aligned with Georgia’s structural advantages. Atlanta’s commercial real 
estate concentration, Georgia Tech’s research depth in energy and the built 
environment, and a corporate base that gives sustainability-tech founders 
enterprise customers within driving distance.

ANCHORED BY

SUSTAINABIL ITY TECH

JOULE A
The AI sidekick for the buildings consuming  
40% of U.S. energy

Joulea is an Atlanta-based software platform 
applying product lifecycle management principles 
from aviation to commercial real estate. Its AI- and 
drone-driven “digital energy twin” lets building owners 
identify inefficiencies, track carbon emissions, and 
meet ESG benchmarks across portfolios. In 2025, 
Joulea’s traction included an active pilot with Norfolk 
Southern, selection as one of ATDC’s 11 portfolio 
companies showcased at Venture Atlanta, and 
continued momentum from a $1.5M U.S. Department 
of Energy award through the BENEFIT program for Air 
Leakage Visualizer development.

RETAILTECH / SUSTAINABIL ITY TECH

NOURISH + BLOOM
Frictionless shopping technology to bring fresh food 
to underserved communities

Nourish + Bloom builds AI-powered, fully autonomous 
markets — “Tap. Grab. Go.” — that use computer-
vision checkout and delivery robots to make grocery 
shopping frictionless and available 24 hours a day. 
Created to take on food deserts (where roughly 1 in 8 
Americans live with limited access to fresh food), the 
company places healthy-food markets in underserved 
communities and became the first autonomous store 
in the U.S. to accept SNAP/EBT through AI checkout. 
The first Black-owned autonomous grocery, Nourish 
+ Bloom now operates across metro Atlanta and 
was named winner of the 2025 AT&T Small Business 
Contest, chosen from more than 11,000 submissions.
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HEALTHTECH

NEPHRODITE
A continuous artificial kidney to free patients from the dialysis chair

Nephrodite is developing a continuously functioning mechanical 
artificial kidney for patients with end-stage kidney disease — a filter 
surgically implanted in the pelvis and connected to the body’s large 
blood vessels, paired with an external interface that clears toxins 
and excess fluid around the clock, even while patients sleep. Built-in 
sensors stream data to the cloud so care teams can monitor patients 
remotely, replacing the burden of being tethered to a clinic for hours 
several times a week. It targets a disease that costs Medicare more 
than $124 billion a year. In March 2026, Nephrodite earned the FDA’s 
rare Breakthrough Device designation — clearing its path toward 
human trials and signaling, in the agency’s strongest terms, that 
the technology could change the standard of care. Nephrodite was 
also accepted as a TAP company (Total Product Life Cycle Advisory 
Program). TAP strives to accelerate patient access to high-quality, 
safe, effective, and innovative medical devices. 

DIGITAL HEALTH

SOCIALR X
Social prescribing for the loneliness and mental-health crisis

SocialRx is an Atlanta-based digital health company pioneering 
social prescribing in the U.S. — connecting people to arts, nature, 
and community experiences as a clinically informed response to 
mental-health needs, loneliness, and social isolation. Its ConnectRx™ 
platform uses AI to match members to a national network of more 
than 75,000 in-person community activities paired with a mobile 
companion app and closed-loop reporting designed to plug 
into health plans, Medicaid and Medicare Advantage programs, 
employers, and university wellness systems. Founded in 2022, the 
company now works with partners across roughly a dozen states, 
with published results showing a 64% improvement in behavioral 
health scores and adherence rates nearly double those of common 
antidepressants.

PHYSICAL SECURITY

WAHSEGA
The portfolio’s largest active company — and a school-safety story

Wahsega is a Physical Security company whose Carina® platform 
brings mass notification and building communications — public 
address, intercom, IP displays, bell scheduling, and emergency 
alerts — into a single modern system, with a particular focus on K-12 
schools. Every product is designed and manufactured in the state 
of Georgia. Wahsega’s patented wiring-reduction technology cuts 
installation costs by roughly half, putting school-wide safety systems 
within reach of districts that were previously priced out. In 2025, 
Wahsega reported $17M in revenue and a team of 75 — the largest 
active company in ATDC’s portfolio by both measures — building on 
recognition as one of Atlanta’s fastest-growing private companies and 
a TAG Top 40 Innovative Company in Georgia.

AEC SOFTWARE

SKEMA
The intelligence layer for architecture, engineering & construction

Skema has built the generative design intelligence layer for the 
built environment — helping owners, retailers, quick-service 
restaurants, architects, engineers, and construction teams move 
from early site decisions to coordinated building designs lightning 
fast. The platform transforms business rules, design standards, site 
constraints, and building data into rapid feasibility studies, massing 
options, schedules, and BIM-ready outputs — all by reusing previous 
design best practices. By preserving design intent, Skema helps 
teams reduce rework, compare options, share data (to all players), 
and make better decisions earlier in the project lifecycle. For owners 
and operators managing repeatable building programs — from retail 
stores to restaurants, data centers, and other portfolio-based real 
estate — Skema turns design standards into scalable intelligence 
that can accelerate planning, prototyping, and delivery across many 
sites. The company is backed by a strong group of AEC industry 
partners, venture investors, and family offices, with momentum 
expanding beyond traditional architecture firms into direct owner 
and operator relationships.

Portfolio Highlights
A cross-section of the 2025 active portfolio — spanning 
health, safety, construction intelligence, enterprise 
software, supply chain, and defense.
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ENTERPRISE AI

PL AYER ZERO
An immune system for code — and the portfolio’s biggest raise 
in 2025

PlayerZero (formerly Testgram) is a predictive software quality 
platform — agentic AI that learns how an enterprise’s codebase 
works, then finds, fixes, and prevents bugs before they reach 
production. Built out of Stanford’s DAWN lab, the technology acts 
as an immune system for large codebases, a capability that matters 
more as AI generates a growing share of enterprise code. In 2025, 
PlayerZero raised a $15M Series A led by Foundation Capital — the 
single largest raise in ATDC’s active portfolio this past year — with 
angel backing from the founders of Databricks, Dropbox, Figma, 
and Vercel. The company reported $1.8M in revenue and a team of 
34, with enterprises like Zuora already running its technology on 
mission-critical systems.

SUPPLY CHAIN

CLOUD SUPPLY 
CHAIN SOLUTIONS (C SC S)
Georgia-built software for the logistics economy

CSCS is an AI-driven supply chain software company built by former 
Manhattan Associates executives — anchored in a state where 
Hartsfield-Jackson moves more passenger traffic than any airport 
in the world and the Port of Savannah ranks among the country’s 
largest container terminals. Its Intelligent Supply Chain Platform 
unifies transportation, warehouse, and order management with 
real-time visibility and agentic AI, deployed modularly so enterprises 
can solve one problem without committing to a full suite upfront. In 
2025, CSCS reported $3.9M in revenue and a team of 35, and secured 
a strategic minority investment and joint go-to-market partnership 
with VDart.

DEFENSE TECH

SPL ASHONE 
ROBOTIC S
Autonomous counter-drone capability

SplashOne Robotics builds and operates fighter drones: small 
unmanned aerial systems (sUAS) that detect, dogfight, and neutralize 
threat drones with air-to-air effectors. Their demonstrated solution 
allows warfighters to generate battle-space air superiority against 
drone threats — one of the Department of War’s highest priorities. 
To date, SplashOne has created unequaled IP in the Counter-UAS 
(C-UAS) market, demonstrated its technology to the military, and 
secured both seven-figure private-sector investment and DoW 
R&D contracts.

COASTAL GEORGIA

PRE VAIL 
TACTICAL
Built by those who’ve worn the badge — on Georgia’s coast

On Georgia’s coast in Brunswick, Prevail Tactical is developing 
law enforcement equipment built from real field experience. 
Founded by a law enforcement officer, the company focuses 
on practical tools that improve officer safety, custody 
care, and performance. Its first product, the OC Kit-A™, is 
an oleoresin capsicum holster system built for advanced 
retention and deployment, now NTOA Member Tested and 
Recommended and offered to agencies through a testing and 
evaluation program. The company is also developing OATH™, 
a smart-handcuff system advancing as a Class II medical 
device platform, with development supported by both 
Georgia Tech and the University of Georgia. Prevail Tactical 
is one of ATDC’s coastal Georgia members — a concrete 
reminder that the program’s reach extends well beyond 
metro Atlanta.

Regional 
Spotlight

2025 Graduates

•  Finosec
•  Gatherly
•  MaxRewards
•  Orderly Wellness
•  PorterLogic
•  ReadyForSocial
•  RippleWorx
•  Skintelligent
•  Slip Robotics

•  SoloPulse
•  Speedscale
•  SpotSource
•  Terzo
•  Vennfi (CharityVest)
•  VoiceWorx
•  Wave Health 
Technologies

•  Wripple

Congratulations, Class of 2025:

BRUNSWICK
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Customers, corporates, capital, talent, and more. The ATDC 
Connect programs help Georgia-based startups secure funding 
through curated investor introductions, high-visibility pitch oppor-
tunities with large corporations, access to the Georgia Tech talent 
pool, and federal funding support through our SBIR/STTR expertise.

I N V E S T O R  C O N N E C T

The ATDC Investor Connect program helps Georgia-based startups 
secure funding through curated introductions to active investors 
— combining personalized matchmaking, one-on-one meetings, 
and high-visibility pitch opportunities, supported by ATDC’s 
proprietary AI-driven Venture Match tool, Scout1.

•  Scout1 launched in 2025 and now serves 65 opt-in seed funds 
around the U.S. and 35 featured ATDC companies through a 
curated investor-matching infrastructure — the kind of capital-
introduction advisory that boutique firms charge founders 
substantial retainers to provide. ATDC portfolio companies receive 
it as part of their membership; funds, in turn, get a Top 5 ATDC 
company match list routed to their inbox each month on request.

•  In 2025, active ATDC portfolio companies raised approximately 
$161M in capital — from angel investors and syndicates, venture 
funds, and other instruments — continuing to attract capital 
across stages in a flat-to-down national year.

•  16 ATDC companies presented to a targeted group of 160 venture 
investors at the annual ATDC Venture Showcase.

•  At Venture Atlanta 2025, ATDC had double-digit representation, 
with 11 portfolio companies selected from a competitive cohort 
of 86 startups (drawn from roughly 560 Southeast applicants). 
ATDC portco Pronovos took home a $375K investment prize — 
the only seed-stage company to win.

C O R P O R AT E  C O N N E C T

ATDC’s corporate innovation liaisons connect startups with 
enterprise partners to unlock pilot opportunities, strategic 
guidance, and market access — helping startups validate solutions, 
accelerate revenue, and attract investment. ATDC maintains 
active relationships with hundreds of corporate partners. In 2025, 
ATDC held:  

•  50 Industry Connect sessions

•  28 Discovery Days

•  8 Group Sessions

•  6 pilots launched for ATDC companies

As M&A activity continues to swell, ATDC expects to secure private 
funding toward its inaugural Corporate Innovation Lab in the next 
calendar year. Housed on the Georgia Tech campus, the center will 
be a place where corporate innovation teams can share resources, 
specialty programming, and direct access to ATDC startup 
innovation in AI, deep tech, enterprise SaaS, and more.

TA L E N T  C O N N E C T

Through Talent Connect, portfolio companies tap into Georgia Tech’s 
exceptional student and alumni talent pool. The Talent Connect 
Job Board hosts qualified candidates across the technical, product, 
and operational roles in highest demand by ATDC companies.

•  In 2025, the Talent Connect Job Board hosted 1,830 qualified 
candidates — a substantial increase over 2024 — concentrated 
in the technical roles ATDC startups most need: over 600 in 
development and engineering, 530 in data and analytics, nearly 
400 in research and development, and over 300 in product 
management.

•  ~30% of active ATDC companies engaged with Talent Connect 
for support — consistent with 2024 and indicative of sustained 
portfolio demand.

•  ATDC held 8 multi-school events with University System of 
Georgia institutions. Highlights included the GACE Innovation 
Crawl (100+ educators, career staff, and employers), the ATDC 
Career Fair (~200 attendees), and participation in the Dream.org 
Power in the Problem HBCU tour.

Our Support Backbone:  
The ATDC Connects



Our Support Backbone:  
The ATDC Connects

Looking Ahead — 
A Preview

SUSTAINABIL ITY /  DEFENSE

ENE ARTHIA
Turning the Earth into a thermal battery

EnEarthia, which joined ATDC in 2026, has 
developed ResStor™—a subsurface thermal 
energy storage and cooling platform that 
transforms naturally occurring subsurface rock formations into scalable 
thermal batteries for cooling and heating. By rejecting heat into cold, 
thermally stable brackish-water reservoirs, ResStor delivers ultra-
efficient, waterless cooling while capturing thermal energy for future 
reuse. The technology addresses one of the decade’s most pressing 
infrastructure challenges: cooling the data centers powering the AI 
economy in regions constrained by power and water availability. ResStor 
has achieved TRL 7–9 through successful field deployments, including 
seven operational data center installations in Europe as well as a military 
base in Georgia. The technology can reduce cooling-related electricity 
demand by up to 80%, lower carbon emissions by up to 75%, eliminate 
evaporative water use, require minimal surface footprint, and enable 
additional server capacity without major power infrastructure upgrades. 
EnEarthia’s work aligns closely with ATDC’s sustainability, energy 
innovation, and infrastructure resilience priorities while supporting 
broader opportunities in both commercial and defense markets.

One of ATDC’s newest members points to 
where the portfolio is heading.

S B I R / S T T R  C O N N E C T

Federal funding through the Small Business 
Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business 
Technology Transfer (STTR) programs proved 
especially challenging in 2025. Congress did not 
finalize the federal budget or reauthorize the 
programs by their September 30 deadlines, resulting 
in a government shutdown and a six-month pause 
in SBIR/STTR. Previously awarded projects were 
delayed in receiving funds, submitted proposals 
were not reviewed or awarded, and no new 
opportunities were released. This disruption created 
significant uncertainty for many ATDC members. 
Despite these extraordinary conditions, ATDC 
members across the portfolio secured significant 
SBIR and STTR awards in 2025.

M A R K E T P L A C E 
C O N N E C T

ATDC’s marketplace partnerships give portfolio 
companies access to substantial non-dilutive 
infrastructure credits and discounts — stackable 
at over $200K per company across providers 
including AWS, Google, Microsoft, MongoDB, 
Cloudflare, HubSpot, Notion, Stripe, Twilio/
SendGrid, DigitalOcean, and Zendesk. For early-stage 
companies, those credits free capital for product and 
growth rather than infrastructure.

Atlanta is 4th among U.S. cities for 
Fortune 500 headquarters. Georgia is 
home to 17 Fortune 500 and 37 Fortune 
1000 companies — Delta, The Home 
Depot, UPS, The Coca-Cola Company, 
Southern Company, and more — putting 
world-class corporate partners in ATDC 
startups’ backyard. 



ATDC
Tech Square 

75 Fifth Street NW, Suite 2000 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308

info@atdc.org 
atdc.org

A B O U T  I N V E S T O R  R E L A T I O N S
ATDC strategically matches its portfolio companies to capital 
through curated investor interactions. We help our companies 
develop and execute on a focused funding strategy.

Caroline Ford, DBA, MS 
Investor Relations Program Lead

The best place in 
Georgia to build 
a technology 
business.

ATDC is Georgia’s statewide innovation 
hub and startup incubator. Since 
1980, we have been equipping serious, 
growth-minded, tech entrepreneurs in 
Georgia to transform their ideas into 
scalable, sustainable businesses.
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